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OUR VISION:

A FUTURE 
WITHOUT
DUCHENNE

Alex (Age 12)
Nova Scotia

John Davidson, Founder “ ”
We can’t stop until we’ve
stopped Duchenne.

John and Jesse Davidson founded Jesse’s Journey in 
1995 to provide leadership in research, advocacy and 
support in the fight to defeat Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy. Since then, we’ve united families, raised 
awareness, and invested more than $15 million in the 
most promising research.

In 2022, we became Defeat Duchenne Canada: the 
country’s only national charity dedicated to ending 
Duchenne. We rely on the support from individuals, 
businesses, and communities coast to coast, so 
together, we can make life better for boys living 
with Duchenne muscular dystrophy. Our hope of 
achieving a future where a Duchenne diagnosis 
is filled with hope – rather than fear – cannot be 
realized without you.One in every 5,000 boys is born with Duchenne 

muscular dystrophy, the most common fatal 
form of muscular dystrophy.

The disease is relentless. It slowly weakens 
the body’s muscles, deteriorating the function 
of vital organs and ultimately - shortens their 
life. Although there are medical treatments 
that may help slow its progression, there is 
currently no cure. 

Defeat Duchenne Canada is the country’s only 
national charity dedicated to ending Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy. We have provided 
leadership in research, advocacy, and support 
since 1995.

We‘ll continue until a cure is found to ensure 
our boys can live long and active lives.

The Jesse Davidson Foundation
P.O. Box 51, Station B London, ON N6A 4V3

Tel: 519-645-8855 | info@defeatduchenne.ca

defeatduchennedefeatduchenne.ca

Their vision remains  
our foundation: a future 
without Duchenne.

Join us in changing the course of this life-
limiting disease. Whether donating, fundraising, 
volunteering, or advocating – we need your help.

Learn more at defeatduchenne.ca



Defeat Duchenne Canada  
has granted more than  
$15 million to over 
50 research projects 
worldwide.

UNTIL WE CAN CREATE A FUTURE 
WITHOUT DUCHENNE, WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO INFORM, UPLIFT, 
AND UNITE FAMILIES WHO FACE 
THIS DEVASTATING DISEASE.

As the country’s only national 
charity dedicated to ending 
Duchenne, our priority is 
timely access to affordable 
treatments in Canada.

At Defeat Duchenne Canada, we know we achieve 
more when we share knowledge. Whether it’s 
through our education and support programs for 
young adults, parents and family members, or health 
care professionals – our goal is to provide valuable 
resources for our Canadian community.

We have attracted leading Duchenne scientists 
through our annual research granting process, with 
a growing number of applications every year. The 
growth in scientific funding interest is encouraging 
for our community because it means there is an 
increasing commitment to drug discovery, bringing 
us one step closer to prevention, treatment, and 
ultimately – a cure.

Only through the support of donors, families, and 
communities across Canada can we continue to fund 
the most promising research. And, it is only through 
the advancement of research that children and young 
adults with Duchenne can have hope for a long and 
active life.

Learn more about the research we fund at 
defeatduchenne.ca/research-we-fund

Defeat Duchenne Canada is here to serve you –  
our Canadian Duchenne community.  
By representing your voice and diverse needs, 
as we’re advocating for:

Learn more about our education and support programs  
at defeatduchenne.ca/education-and-support

Learn more about how you can get involved 
in advocacy at defeatduchenne.ca/advocate

  Educational Forums

  Webinars

  Socials

  Conferences

  News & Resources

  Access to medicines not yet approved in Canada

  �Fast decision making for timely access to 
new medicines

  �Ensuring available medicines are affordable  
for all people living with Duchenne

  �Incorporating the patient perspective 
into the drug development process

  Improving the delivery of care

Dr. Ronald Cohn,  
President and CEO of The 
Hospital for Sick Children  
– SickKids, funded by  
Defeat Duchenne Canada

Amy & Josh Cavalier 
DUCHENNE AMBASSADORS  
AND PARENTS OF TWO BOYS –  
LIAM AND KALEB, LIVING  
WITH DUCHENNE

Nicola Worsfold,  
National Vice-President,  
Research, Education & Advocacy  
at Defeat Duchenne Canada  
(Mother of Owen, living with Duchenne)
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” ”
I am able to see first-hand how this
research could revolutionize the 
treatment and care for patients, sooner 
rather than later. I am extremely 
grateful to Defeat Duchenne Canada for 
supporting my research, which would 
simply not be possible without the 
philanthropic support of their donors.”

Learning about the diverse experiences of 
living with this rare disease, the resources 
available, the standards for health care and 
the progression of research brings hope for 
families affected by Duchenne. It’s also vital 
to have a support network - others who 
understand your unique challenges, share 
insights and feel a sense of belonging.

“There is hope on our horizon with a 
number of drugs in the pipeline, some 
of these approved in other countries. 
But hope is hard to hold on to while 
we wait for these treatments to be 
approved in Canada. We need access 
to therapies approved to be safe and 
effective now before it’s too late.


