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2026 Research Grant Application Criteria

Defeat Duchenne Canada (DDC) is now accepting Letters of Intent (LOI) for research proposals
for funding consideration.

These Letters of Intent will be carefully reviewed by Defeat Duchenne Canada’s Research
Funding Advisory Committee, made up of world-renowned experts in Duchenne muscular
dystrophy (DMD) as well as our Duchenne Family Advisory Committee, made-up of those living
with DMD and/or their family members/caregivers.

The organization invites research proposals of a discovery, translational, supportive, or
clinical in nature focused on innovation and improving the health and quality of life for
individuals living with Duchenne. We encourage research proposals that are meaningful to
patients (patient-centered), focused on innovation, clinical care, improved quality of life,
and/or reduced burden of illness for patients and caregivers. Priority will be given to proposals
with the greatest chance of translating to clinical practice in a timely and cost-effective
manner. Priority will also be given to projects that have already obtained REB or IRB approval.

PURPOSE:

Defeat Duchenne Canada is dedicated to improving the health of individuals living with
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. Since 1995, Defeat Duchenne Canada has believed in developing
strong partnerships with academics and clinicians to fund the most promising research for
DMD. Through their determination and love for their son Jesse, the Davidson family built a
legacy endowment fund that has granted over $20 million to research in Canada and worldwide
over the last 30 years.

GRANT CYCLE TIMELINE (All times posted in EDT):

Submission portal opens: March 31, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.
Letters of Intent (LOI) deadline: April 28, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.
Notification of LOI results: July 3, 2026

Full application deadline: September 15, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.
Notification of funding decision: December 2026

Funding start date: February 2027
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CONDITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY:
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The Principal Investigator must be formally affiliated with an eligible host organization
(university, college, Biotech/Pharma, hospital, research institute or other qualifying not-
for-profit organization). The Principal Investigator must have an advanced degree
(including MD, PhD or equivalent).

Proposals from both Canadian and International applicants are welcomed.

Regardless of location, the investigator’s organization must be able to agree to governing
law in accordance with the laws of the province of Ontario and the federal laws of Canada
applicable therein, without regard to any conflict of law rules that would apply in other
jurisdictions. Your institution must be willing to submit and attorn to the jurisdiction of
the counts in the Province of Ontario sitting in London, Ontario irrevocably waiving any
objection to venue or any claim of inconvenient forum.

Funding will be awarded in Canadian dollars.

Applications are limited to only one (1) application from any given individual
Principal Investigator. Co-Investigators may participate in more than one application.

The Principal Investigator or Co-Investigators are not eligible to receive salary support
from DDC. Indirect/overhead costs are not to be included.

Graduate students, medical students, post-doctoral researchers, and other trainees are not
eligible to hold a research grant from DDC as a Principal Investigator; however, they may
apply as co-applicants or receive salary support.

Applicants must describe their project in a layman summary to be reviewed and
scored by the organization's Duchenne Family Advisory Committee. Failure to submit in
this way may mean your proposal is not reviewed and considered for funding.

An acceptable application must describe the potential benefits for individuals living with
Duchenne and include a clear timeline and proposed budget.

Acceptable applications will describe work to be carried out in compliance with standards
established by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and comparable national
institutes in other countries regarding personnel, safety, the ethical treatment of human
and animal research subjects and the publication of interim or end-point data.

Progress and results of investigations should be accessible to other researchers and/or
have an intention to present to recognized scientific or medical journals for publication
and at the annual DDC Family Forum.

. At such time that scientific findings resulting from successfully funded applications are

presented and/or published by the investigator(s), the investigator(s) must recognize/cite
DDC as a source of grant funding for this work.

The open exchange of information among investigators is encouraged.
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DDC will consider funding of investigations intended to produce private, patentable
information or knowledge. However, the investigator must clearly and satisfactorily justify
why this knowledge must be patented in order to be beneficial to the end goal of
treatment/cure for Duchenne.

Investigators will be required to submit interim and final reports (as outlined in a granting
agreement) to DDC for review of research progress. This must also include layman
summaries that will be shared publicly with our Duchenne families, supporters, and/or to
support our fundraising efforts.

Final reports must include a description of all expenses.

Investigators will need to generate results. Extensions can be requested if there are
unexpected delays. If results cannot be generated, funding must be returned.



